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Reading and Thinking

Describe a natural disaster
1 Work in pairs. Discuss what can happen to a city during a big earthquake.

%) 2 Look at the title and photo below and guess what the text is about. Then read
and check if you are right.

| THE NIGHT THE EARTH DIDN’T SLEEP

Strange things were happening in the countryside of northeastern Hebei. For several days,

the water in the village wells rose and fell, rose and fell. There were deep cracks that
| appeared in the well walls. At least one well had some smelly gas coming out of it. Chickens
| and even pigs were too nervous to eat, and dogs refused to go inside buildings. Mice ran out
of the fields looking for places to hide, and fish jumped out of the water. At about 3:00 a.m.,
on 28 July 1976, bright lights were seen in the sky outside the city of Tangshan and loud
noises were heard. But the city’s one million people were asleep as usual that night.

At 3:42 a.m., everything began to shake. It seemed as if the world were coming to an end!
Eleven kilometres directly below the city, one of the most deadly earthquakes of the 20th
century had begun, a quake that even caused damage more than 150 kilometres away in
Beijing. Nearly one third of the whole nation felt it! A huge crack, eight kilometres long
and 30 metres wide, cut across houses, roads, and waterways. Hard hills of rock became
rivers of dirt. In less than one minute, a large city lay in ruins. Two thirds of the people
who lived there were dead or injured. Thousands of children were left without parents. The
number of people who were killed or badly injured in the quake was more than 400,000.

Everywhere survivors looked, there was nothing but ruins. Nearly everything in the city
was destroyed. About 75 percent of the city’s factories and buildings, 90 percent of its
homes, and all of its hospitals were gone. Bricks covered the ground like red autumn
leaves, but no wind could blow them away. Most bridges had fallen or were not safe to
cross. The railway tracks were now useless pieces of metal. Tens of thousands of cows,
hundreds of thousands of pigs, and millions of chickens were dead. Sand now filled the
wells instead of water. People were in shock—and then, later that afternoon, another big
quake shook Tangshan again. Even more buildings fell down. Water, food, and electricity
were hard to get. People began to wonder how long the disaster would last.

But hope was not lost. Soon after the quakes, the army sent 150,000 soldiers to Tangshan
to dig out those who were trapped and to bury the dead. More than 10,000 doctors and
nurses came to provide medical care. Workers built shelters for survivors whose homes
had been destroyed. Hundreds of thousands of people were helped. Water and food were
brought into the city by train, truck, and plane. Slowly, the city began to breathe again.

Tangshan began to revive itself and get up on its feet again. With strong support from the
government and the tireless efforts of the city's people, a new Tangshan was built upon the
earthquake ruins. The new city has become a home to more than seven million people, with
great improvements in transportation, industry, and environment. Tangshan city has proved
to China and the rest of the world that in times of disaster, people must unify and show the
wisdom to stay positive and rebuild for a brighter future.
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Read the text carefully and then write down the main idea of each paragraph.

Paragraph 1: Warning signg before the earthquake.
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Paragraph 2:

Paragraph 3: Use context to
d:
Paragraph 4 understand new words
When you see a word you do
Paragraph 5: —— = not know, do not stop and
look it up in a dictionary. If
. you continue reading, the
Scan the text and find the words below. Guess what context will probably help you
they mean from the context. understand what it means.

ruin brick trap bury

Read the sentences describing what happened after a huge earthquake.
Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the new words and phrases
from the text.

The huge earthquake left nearly the whole city
Everyone was ______, thinking the world must be coming to an end.

Millions of people were left without water, food, or

N

Soldiers and volunteers worked as hard as they could to pull away and
rocks, and rescue those who were _ under the ruins.

5 Some were found alive, though they were suffering from terrible injuries, but others had
already stopped when they were discovered.

6 A few buildings were still standing, but people were afraid to use them as shelters,
worrying they would be _ if the buildings fell.

Read the text again and answer the questions.

1 What were some of the strange things happening before the earthquake? Do you think they
were warning signs? Why or why not?

What does the writer mean by “Slowly, the city began to breathe again®?
What kind of help do you think people who have suffered an earthquake need?

Work in groups. Discuss the questions.

1 What do you think helped in the revival of Tangshan city?

2 What other cities or towns have gone through similar changes? What lessons can we learn
from these events?
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Reading and Thinking

Understand how a problem was solved

1 Read the title and look at the photos. What do you think the text is about?

o) 2 Scan the text for numbers. Circle the numbers and guess what they mean.

FROM PROBLEMS TO SOLUTIONS

Economic development is necessary if we want to improve society. There comes a time
when the old must give way to the new, and it is not possible to preserve everything from
our past as we move towards the future. Finding and keeping the right balance between
progress and the protection of cultural sites can be a big challenge.

Big challenges, however, can sometimes lead to great solutions. In the 1950s, the Egyptian
government wanted to build a new dam across the Nile in order to control floods, produce
electricity, and supply water to more farmers in the area. But the proposal led to protests.
Water from the dam would likely damage a number of temples and destroy cultural relics
that were an important part of Egypt's cultural heritage. After listening to the scientists who
had studied the problem, and citizens who lived near the dam, the government turned to
the United Nations for help in 1959.

A committee was established to limit damage to the Egyptian buildings and prevent
the loss of cultural relics. The group asked for contributions from different departments
and raised funds within the international community. Experts investigated the issue,
conducted several tests, and then made a proposal for how the buildings could be saved.
Finally, a document was signed, and the work began in 1960.

The project brought together governments and environmentalists from around the world.
Temples and other cultural sites were taken down piece
by piece, and then moved and put back together again
in a place where they were safe from the water. In 1961,
German engineers moved the first temple. Over the next
20 years, thousands of engineers and workers rescued
22 temples and countless cultural relics. Fifty countries
donated nearly $80 million to the project.

When the project ended in 1980, it was considered a
great success. Not only had the countries found a path to
the future that did not run over the relics of the past, but
they had also leamt that it was possible for countries to
work together to build a better tomorrow.

The spirit of the Aswan Dam project is still alive today.
Perhaps the best example is shown by UNESCO,
which runs a programme that prevents world cultural
heritage sites around the world from disappearing. If a
problem seems too difficult for a single nation, the global
community can sometimes provide a solution. j/

4 UNIT 1 CULTURAL HERITAGE
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3 Read the text again and answer the questions.

1 Why did the Egyptian government want to attempt Maka a timatica
the building of the dam? Making a timeline that
2 How were the temples and other cultural sites saved? mnmm
3 Howlong did i take to complete the project? T s

4 Complete the timeline with the information from the text.

The project starts. “The temples and cultural relics are being rescued.
“The project is completed.  The first temple is moved. “The govemment asks the UN for help.

1960

. . . . . ~

The project sfarte.

5 Complete the news report with the correct forms of the words in the box.
Then suggest a suitable title.

development progress proposal preserve
temple damage heritage establish prevent

Cairo, 16 March, 1956

In a speech today, a scientist gave her view on the new . She said that

is important and our area needs economic ___ as well. But she added,
“We should not accept the project if it puts our cultural _in danger. We must protect
the  andmakesurethatno is done.” Before she ended her speech,
the scientist suggested that we need to a committee of experts to N
the cultural heritage and it rom being harmed.

6 Discuss one or more of the questions below in groups.

1 What were the solutions to the problem of building the Aswan Dam?

2 Alot of money was spent to protect the temples. Do you think it was worthwhile?
‘Why or why not?

3 Why do you think S0 many countries contributed funds and offered help to
the Egyptian project?

UNIT 1 CULTURAL HERITAGE 5§
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Reading and Thinking

Start an online community

|

UNIT 3 THE INTERNET

Before you read, look at the title and discuss these questions in pairs.

1 What do you think the text will say?
2 How do you think the writer feels about the topic?

@ Read headlines

Headlines usually include only
key ideas or information from
the text. They often do not
follow strict grammar rules,

STRONGER TOGETHER: et he
HOW WE HAVE BEEN CHANGED attention of the readers.
BY THE INTERNET

Much has been written about the wonders of the World Wide Web. There are countless
articles telling us how the Internet has made our lives more convenient. We no longer have
to wait in line or carry cash around when we go shopping. We can get the most updated
information from large databases. We can download software, documents, and images
whenever we need them. But the Internet has done much more for people than simply
make life more convenient. People’s lives have been changed by online communities and
social networks.

Jan Tchamani, an English teacher in Birmingham, UK, suddenly developed a serious
illness and had to quit her job. At age 50, she found herself out of work and stuck at home
with only her computer to keep her company. After a while, she discovered that surfing the
Internet could help her feel less lonely and bored. She could listen to music, watch films,
play games, and explore the world. She also joined an online group where she could talk
about her problems and get support and advice from others. She realised that one of the
greatest benefits of the Internet was its ability to remove the distance that usually exists
between people.

She was so inspired by the people she met online that she decided to start an IT club
to teach older peaple how to use computers and the Internet. She and her friends now
organise events and collect money to pay for private teachers. Many people have been
helped by the club. A 59-year-old man learnt how to apply for work online and found
a great job. Now that he works and can take care of himself, his daughter has time to
study at university. A 61-year-old woman who was living alone has started a small online
company together with two friends. She no longer feels lonely, and her company has
become quite successful.

Jan has started taking online classes to learn more about how to use the Internet to make
society better. She believes that it is highly important to bridge the digital divide and make
sure that everyone has access to the Internet and knows how to use new technology. Her
next goal is to start a charity website to raise money for children in poor countries.

Jan's life has been greatly improved by the Internet. "When you go through tough times,
you meet others who are facing similar challenges,” Jan says. “Thinking about other
people’s situations inspired
me to offer help.”
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o) 2 Read the text and answer the questions.

Why did Jan quit her job?

How did the people in the online community help her?
Why did she start the IT club?

What is the “digital divide™?

What's Jan's next goal?

What can we learn from her experiences?

R R O

3 List the ways in which the text says that the Internet has changed people’s
lives. Try to add more examples.

Examples from the text More examples you know

4 Complete the passage about Wuzhen with the correct forms of the words in

the box.
access convenient surf inspire distance
network  download cash update benefit
The Internet has brought great to Wuzhen,

a small waterside town in Zhejiang Province. For the
past few years, Wuzhen has hosted the World intemet
Conference (WIC), which makes life in this ancient town
much more than it has been. Residents
here can online as easily as in large modern
cities. Plus they can movies and music at
high speeds. The Intemet has even changed Wuzhen's
transport! For short , both residents and tourists can use the public bike system.
Bikes can be rented by using online apps-—no need for paperwork or payment.
In 2016, the parking system for Wuzhen's WIC centre was 1o be fully Internet-based.
Wuzhen's entering the world of the Internet should other small towns around the
world. No matter how small a town is, everyone should be able to join the global and
the world of the Internet!

5 Discuss the questions below in pairs.

1 Do you think your life has been changed by the Internet? If so, how?

2 The writer mentions many advantages of using the Internet. Do you think there are any
disadvantages? If so, what are they?

UNIT 3 THE INTERNET
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